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United States District Court for the District of New Jersey 

1943

Jury convicts
nine of being
unregistered

agents of Nazi
Germany.

1947
Referees in
bankruptcy
become full-
time officials.

1948
Judge Guy

Fake becomes
first chief

judge.

1961

Judge Anthony
T. Augelli is
first foreign-
born judge in
the district.

1970
Former

Newark Mayor
Hugh

Addonizio
convicted of

extortion.

1970

Michael Keller,
Jr. named first
magistrate in
the district.

1972

In YWCA v.
Kugler, court
holds woman

has
constitutional

right to
terminate

pregnancy.

1973
Roger

Lowenstein
becomes the
first federal

public
defender.

1973

Judge Clarkson
Fisher presides

over the
Camden 28

trial.

1978

Referees in
bankruptcy

officially
become judges;
first bankruptcy
clerk is hired.

1979

Judge Anne E.
Thompson is
first African

American and
first female
appointed to
the district.

1984
Judge Vincent

Commisa
becomes first
chief judge of

N.J.
Bankruptcy

Court.

1985

Judge H. Lee
Sarokin frees

Rubin
"Hurricane"

Carter.

1985

Judge Joseph
Rodriguez first

Hispanic
American

appointed to
the district.

1988
U.S. v.

Accetturo, the
longest trial in
D.N.J. history
(21 months),

ends in
acquittal.

1990

Magistrates
officially
become

magistrate
judges.

1992
Martin Luther

King, Jr.
Federal

Building &
Courthouse in

Newark opens.

1993
Clarkson S.

Fisher
Courthouse in
Trenton opens.

2000
Mitchell H.

Cohen
Courthouse in

Camden opens.

2002

Electronic filing
comes to the
Bankruptcy

Court.

2003

Electronic filing
comes to the

District Court.


